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APRIL LOVE LETTER

Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn
received, in which also you stand, through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message
that I proclaimed to you - unless you have come to believe in vain. (1 Corinthians 15:1-2)

As I sit writing this, my mind is reeling with thoughts of Maundy Thursday and
Good Friday, the Community Rally at the park where I will be speaking, the
Jewish Temple where we will experience the Passover Seder Meal with the
confirmands on Saturday night, Easter SonRise service, Easter Services, the
Eggstravaganza, and the Teacher Walkout Care we are providing on Monday.

Yowza!

And yet I can’t help but think, WOW! What a privilege it is to walk through
this Holy Week with each of you. What an honor to be asked to speak at the
rally. What a gift to share a Seder Meal with our Jewish brothers and sisters.
What a blessing it will be to cry out, once again, “Christ is Risen!” on Easter
Sunday. What fun it is to watch the kids enjoy the Easter Egg hunt. What a

ministry it will be to host kids here and feed them during the walkout. Wow!

I am tired and my brain is overly full, but I give thanks. As much as everything often feels overwhelming
and chaotic, isn’t that where ministry happens? The Holy Spirit brings life out of chaos. Jesus brings life
out of uncertainty and death. And God gives us these lives to use to praise, serve, and learn together. What
a blessing it all is.

So, I hope to see you at one of the many things happening in, with, and through Oologah United Methodist
Church. I pray you are blessed in your worship and in your service. | pray that when you find yourself tired,
you will find rest in God and new energy to keep moving forward. And, for those of you who haven’t yet
found a way to serve, jump on in! It takes all of us to make these things happen and, who knows, your ac-
tions may give someone the rest they desperately need.

Blessings to you and yours in this Holy Season. I am so proud of this church and the ministry it has in this
community. I am honored to be your pastor.

Christ is Risen!

Rev. Dr. Jennifer Long



District Superintendent Visit - April 8th

District Superintendent Rev. Cindy Havlik will be here at OUMC during the 11am service and will stay
for a lunch following. If you are a leader in the church, please make it a point to attend. All members
are welcome. It will be an opportunity to get to know her and ask any questions you may have.

Confirmation News

The Confirmation Class will take part in service through Restore Hope ministries in Tulsa in April. The
class meets each Wednesday at 6:30pm through April. If you wish to join them on any of their educa-
tional or service adventures, please let Pastor Jennifer know.

Confirmation Sunday: April 29th (Combined Service at 11am with potluck following). Please
plan to attend and welcome our new members!

Ways to share your ministry gifts with the church
Help run the sound system

We are in need of someone to run the sound during the 11am service. If you are willing or have ques-
tions, please contact Steve Newcomb or Larry Escalanta. Training will be provided.

Become an Acolyte

An acolyte is someone who helps in the worship service by bringing in the light of Christ through the
lighting of the candles at the beginning of worship and reminds us to take our light out into the world as
they take the light out at the end of service. If your child would like to be an acolyte, please let Jennifer
know. We will have training and a schedule listed.

Become a liturgist/scripture reader

You can help lead worship through leading the Call to Worship, reading scripture, and/or sharing the
news of the congregation. If you are willing to help lead in this way, please let Jennifer know.

Creative Class teachers needed on Wednesday night

If you have a gift you could share with others, please let the office know. Classes run any amount of
weeks between April 18th and May 16th.

Adopt an Apportionment

In order to be responsible with our budget, we have lowered the amount we will pay in Apportionments
(a-portion-meant for others) from our church budget. In order to meet this responsibility, we are asking
people to “Adopt an Apportionment.” Please check out the envelopes in the welcome area and find one,
or five, that you might take for the year and help in ministry. Apportionment amounts start as low as $10
and go into the thousands. Sunday school classes, church groups, and individuals can take part in this
way of reaching out in service to the world.
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